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Effects of Early Feed Restriction on Compensatory Growth of Broilers

Pan Jiagiang', Wang Xiaolong?, Tang Zhaoxin®
(1.College of Veterinary Medicine, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510642;
2.Institute of Nutritional and Metabolic Disorder in Domestic Animals and Fowls,
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210095)

Abstract: The experiment was conducted to determine the effects of early feed restriction programs on compensatory growth
and digestive organs development of broilers. The results showed that all feed restriction treatments reduced the growth rate and
body weight of broiler at the early stage. Compensatory growth took place when the birds were fed ad libitum again, and
proper feed restriction did not affect the final body weight of broiler on market age. Feed conversion ratio was improved
by feed restrictionat at early time. The relative weights of pancreas and proventriculus plus gizzard were significantly
higher in feed- restricted broilers than those in normal controls, indicating that compensatory growth induced by early feed
restriction might be correlated with the promoted development of digestive organs.
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